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Message from the President 

As we reach the end of the Autumn season and head into finals, it’s worth reflecting 

on a fantastic few months for Kensington Junior Netball Club. 

Congratulations to the 10 teams who have qualified for finals in both Parkville and 

Essendon & District Netball Association competitions, especially the 13&U teams 

who will be experiencing finals netball for the first time! We wish you all the very 

best as you take to the court in the weeks ahead. 

While making finals is an achievement worth celebrating, it’s not the sole measure 

of a team’s success. There’s much to be learned from hard-fought narrow losses and 

games where nothing seems to go our way. Learning how to adapt and try new 

things, committing to those ‘1 per cent’ efforts, and continuing to turn up with 

purpose week after week are the foundations that build stronger players and, more 

importantly, confident young people. 

At its heart, our goal at KNJC is simple: to keep our kids involved in team sport and 

reaping the benefits that come with it — building friendships, supporting physical 

and mental health and emotional wellbeing, and learning lifelong skills. 

https://www.kfjsc.com.au/netball/


 

 

 

Thank you to all the parents and carers 

whose weekly commitment makes this 

possible. Your support, encouragement 

and consistency set the standard for 

what teamwork really looks like.  

Behind the scenes, our committee has 

been working hard to advocate on 

behalf of the club, players, and umpires.  

Several teams have been impacted by 

changes to game times and venues due 

to the State Netball & Hockey Centre 

hosting other large-scale events. We 

appreciate how disruptive this has been 

and have provided feedback to the 

venue manager to ensure the impact on 

netball families is communicated to the 

decision-makers. 

Further to that, we are also in talks with the Parkville Netball Association regarding 

providing more opportunities for junior umpires and clarifying processes for 

umpiring development, including encouraging a commitment to the umpires' 

badging pathway.   

Thank you all for a great season — and good luck to our finals teams! 

Kathryn Anderson 

KJNC President  
 

2026 spring season highlights 

Congratulations to all KJNC teams for your efforts throughout the season.  

Finals are kicking off this week, with 10 teams having qualified, including: 

• 17&Under: Kites, Cheetahs, and Keas 

• 15&Under: Capybaras, Kookaburras, Kangaroos, Kiwis 



 

 

 

• 13&Under: Coyotes, Chameleons, Firebirds (EDNA). 

While playing finals netball is a great experience worth striving for, it’s not the only 

marker of “success”.  

With that in mind, we’d like to give a special shout-out to several teams that proved 

hard work, determination, and positivity matter: the 13&U Crystals and 15&U 

Komodos, who celebrated their first wins in round 11, and the 15&U Kestrels, who 

secured their first win in the final round (against a top 4 side too!). 

Thrust into Division 1 despite being at the 

younger end of their age group, the Kestrels 

found themselves losing by up to 20 goals each 

game. A strategic mid-season reset by coaches 

Kathryn and Jo, focusing on aspects of the 

game within their control — attendance and 

effort at training, positive energy, and hands 

over the ball in defence — was a recipe for 

continued player development and a well-

deserved victory.   



 

 

 

In addition to regular competition games, 

several KJNC teams participated in external 

tournaments, including the Ariels 11&U 

tournament, Strathmore Netball Club school 

holiday tournament, and Hoppers Crossing 

Netball Association tournament. 

We also had seven teams (including an Open 

women’s team featuring several KJNC 

coaches) playing in Parkville’s BCNA 

tournament, with KJNC contributing $450 to 

the combined fundraising effort.  

Our first intraclub tournament, held at 

Kensington Community Aquatic and 

Recreation Centre (KCARC) during the April 

school holidays, was a huge success, 

attracting approximately 100 players. 

Thanks to the team managers, coaches, 

committee volunteers and umpires for 

making it possible. 

Tournaments are a great way to bond with 

teammates and get extra match play, so keep 

an eye out for upcoming opportunities. 



 

 

 

Development squad update 

The future of KJNC can be found at Holy 

Rosary Primary School on Friday 

afternoons, with a group of 

approximately 30 children aged five to 10 

years participating in our development 

squad program. 

Under the guidance of coaches Millie and 

Mischa, and NetSetGo co-ordinator Kylie 

Freeman, players have been learning the 

fundamentals of the game in a fun and 

friendly environment. 

As many of these players transition into 

teams next season, we encourage 

parents or carers with the capacity to 

help out as coaches, assistant coaches, 

or team managers to contact 

netsetgo@netball.kfjsc.com.au.  

Also, if you know any players keen to join our club in Term 3, please contact Pilar at 

registrar@netball.kfjsc.com.au. 

Reminders | Save the dates 

Uniform shop is open! 
The KJNC uniform shop is now open and taking orders until Thursday, June 4.  

This is your opportunity to order netball dresses, singlets, shorts, personalised 

training tees and hoodies for the Spring Season. 

Please pay attention to the sizing guides or contact the uniform co-ordinator, Kim 

(uniforms@netball.kfjsc.com.au) for assistance. Due to shipping, no late orders can 

be accepted.  

To order, click here and enter the code KJNC26. 

 

mailto:netsetgo@netball.kfjsc.com.au
mailto:uniforms@netball.kfjsc.com.au
https://sherwoodsportswear.com.au/custom/My-Club-Teamwear~195


 

 

 

Appropriate clothing and footwear 
All players must wear appropriate clothing and footwear to all games and training 

sessions for comfort and safety reasons.  

We have noticed that players sometimes arrive at training sessions wearing school 

shoes or street-style leisure shoes (e.g., Sambas), which are not appropriate for a 

fast-paced sport where athletes are required to change direction fast and 

frequently. Jewellery should also be removed before training (just like games). 

Contacting your team officials 
We would also like to remind all families of the appropriate channels for 

communicating with your team officials. 

If you need to advise that a player will be absent from training or a game, please do 

so via your team’s WhatsApp chat. 

If you have a question or a matter you would prefer to raise privately, please contact 

your team manager — rather than your team coach — via WhatsApp.  

Outside of physical games and training sessions, players should not contact 

coaches or team managers directly — this includes via phone, online or via social 

media apps. All KJNC volunteers adhere to child safeguarding protocols that 

prevent direct messaging between adults and minors.  

We appreciate your support in reminding players not to contact their coaches 

online via messaging or social media apps. 



 

 

 

Congratulations Frankie! 

2026 has started with a bang for former KJNC 

player-turned-coach, Frankie Portelli, who 

represented Victoria in the 17/U National 

Netball Championships in April. 

The Vics finished in third place, and Frankie’s 

stellar performance subsequently earned her 

selection in the 17/U Australian squad.  

Separately, the talented defender also made 

her Victorian Netball League debut with 

Melbourne University Lightning’s Under 23 

side.  

Congratulations, Frankie – you are an 

inspiration to all KJNC’s young players! 

KJNC on social media 

Kensington Junior Netball Club (KJNC) is now on social media, where we celebrate 

player participation, team achievements, events, and highlight the benefits of 

getting involved in community sport. Please note that images are shared only when 

parent/carer permissions are provided. Give us a follow on Facebook and/or 

Instagram 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php/?id=61577436161721
https://www.instagram.com/kjnc2026/


 

 

 

The season in pictures 

 



 

 

 

Welcome to a new sponsor 

Kensington Flemington Junior Sports Club has recently welcomed aboard a new 

sponsor: Royal Stacks, Moonee Ponds! 

As the Australian-owned and proudly Melbourne-born restaurant likes to say, 

“great teams deserve great burgers”. They are offering KJNC members a 10  per cent 

discount on purchases and have provided vouchers that we will be using to 

acknowledge players over the coming months. 

Please support them, and all our great sponsors, if you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

KJNC Committee & Operations (Who’s who)                     

KJNC operates thanks to a group of dedicated parent volunteers who offer their 

time, talents and expertise for the benefit of all players.  

We are always on the lookout for new volunteers, and all contributions—big or 

small— are appreciated.  

If you would like to get more involved, please get in touch with the President or 

Secretary. 

 

 



 

 

 

President Kathryn Anderson 

president@netball.kfjsc.com.au 

Secretary Sian Summers  

secretary@netball.kfjsc.com.au 

Treasurer Drew Anderson  

treasurer@netball.kfjsc.com.au 

Registrar  Pilar Abou Haila  

registrar@netball.kfjsc.com.au 

Complaints Officer Rachel Thomson  

rachel.thomson@kfjsc.com.au 

Child Safety Officer Keryn Coster 

childsafety@netball.kfjsc.com.au 

Team Manager Co-ordinator Chris Cane  

chris.cane@kfjsc.com.au 

Coach Co-ordinator Finlay Barry 

coaches@netball.kfjsc.com.au 

Head Coach Finlay Barry  

finlay.barry@kfjsc.com.au 

Umpire Co-ordinator Rebecca Oates 

bec.oates@kfjsc.com.au 

NetSetGO Co-ordinator Lindel Feldman and Kylie Freeman 

netsetgo@netball.kfjsc.com.au 

Uniforms Co-ordinator Kim Luong 

uniforms@netball.kfjsc.com.au 

Welcoming Officers Jasmine Stafford 

welcome@netball.kfjsc.com.au 

Sponsorship Manager Brooke Robinson 

sponsorship@netball.kfjsc.com.au 

Venue Manager Peter Ernst-Russell 

venues@netball.kfjsc.com.au 

Equipment Manager Chris Goldie 

0417 977 402 

Communications  Rebecca Urban 

communications@netball.kfjsc.com.au 

 



 

 

 

About Us 

Kensington Junior Netball Club is part of the Kensington Flemington Junior Sports 

Club Inc, a not-for-profit incorporated sports association that exists in order to: 

• be a community-based junior sports club run primarily by parents for the 

development and enjoyment of young people; 

• provide an environment that is safe, friendly and inclusive for all; 

• create a culture that: 

o seeks to positively develop all players’ self-esteem; 

o emphasises the primacy of learning co-operative skills 

within a team environment; 

o promotes a sense of good sportsmanship and respect for 

others; 

o ensures participation is accessible to all regardless of gen-

der, ability or background; 

o encourages all players to develop their sporting skills to their 

fullest potential; 

o promotes active, healthy living amongst young people; 

o facilitates the fielding of teams that are competitive, disci-

plined and well drilled. 

 

www.kfjsc.com.au/netball 

  



 

 

 

 


